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von Elm East

Yukon Police Department

Non-Emergency 354-1711 or
(Crime is not ongoing.) 354-2553
Emergency 911

[www.CityofYukonOK.gov|
Online Incident Reporting at Police Dept. Link
Crimes reported not requiring officer present
Includes IDENTITY THEFT

354-6312 Animal Control...354-2553 if closed

_/\_, Yukon Police Department

-\a Last Month Crime Stats

‘We are pro-active!
o
& There wereno reported crimes in the month of
April, which again is awesome. (6 months in a row)
There were a good amount of solicitor calls dealing with
roofers. When we were able to make contact with the

roofers, they were given warnings, and | don't believe
we had any repeat offenders after the warnings.

Sgt. Zach Roberson

We practice the “Five House” Rule—Get to know
the neighbors next door to the left and right and the
three houses across from you.

We are eyes and ears for our community.
Our Mission...We agree to work together, in respect
for each other, for the purpose of protecting
property, human life, deterring crime through
cooperation and crime prevention actions.
Neighborhood Watch is a non-profit organization
that is not directly or indirectly related to the Yukon
Police Department. It is separate entity that receives
support through guidance. Neighborhood Watch
agrees to notify the Yukon Police Department of any
suspicious activity or areas of concern.

Von Elm East Borders: north WAGNER RD, east SARA
RD, south SYLVAN SAND, west DEER CREEK

FERAL CATS

An issue involving feral cats is escalating again in

our neighborhood. Neighborhood Watch sought
aned oOutanexpertinthe field and so

@%ﬁ appreciate Jody Harlan for sharing her

P Y «
%@Jm@ wisdom. Often times the answer to an
« = issueisnot found in the extremes, yet

somewhere in the middle as people move towards
each other in agreement for the good of all parties

concerned—including cats.

How to be a Responsible
Feral Cat Colony Manager
by Jody Harlan 04/14/15

Responsible feral (wild) cat colony management
involves two things: 1) feeding cats on property with
permission; and 2) spaying and neutering cats and
giving them rabies shots to gradually reduce their
numbers and keep them healthy.

Remember, it’s not the cats’ fault that they’re there.
They are victims of irresponsible owners who left them
behind when they moved or the offspring of cats whose
owners just didn’t get around to spaying or neuter them
and then stopped feeding them. Sometimes careless
owners just let cats out and they wander, but they’re
not really wild at all.

Well-meaning people who start feeding cats without
spaying and neutering are contributing to the problem.
More cats will be born and suffer in bad weather, miss
the comfort of a loving home, and the colony is likely to
be destroyed when there are just too many cats.

Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) is the established method
used by volunteers who humanely trap feral cats, get
them rabies shots and neuter or spay at their own
expense. Cats are returned to the location where they
were trapped. A small portion of one ear is tipped while
cats are under anesthesia as a sign that they have been
spayed or neutered. The colony managers feed and take
care of them daily.

According to the ASPCA, “TNR has been shown to be
the least costly, as well as the most efficient and
humane way of stabilizing feral cat populations.”

Some people think the solution is to trap and kill all
the cats; however, science demonstrates that
destroying feral cat colonies leads to a “vacuum effect.”
New cats flock to the vacated area, or survivors breed
and their descendants are more cautious about being
trapped. So eradication is only a temporary fix that
sacrifices animals' lives, yet yields no positive or
beneficial return.
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In my experience, when about 80% or more of a colony
are neutered and spayed, the colony naturally dies out
due to traffic and predators in two or three years.

Feral cats have a role in controlling vermin, such as
rats and snakes. When the City of Yukon destroyed the
colony at Mulvey Park years ago, the neighbors were
overrun with pests.

Sometimes it’s a problem to get permission to feed
because neighbors think unfed cats will simply
disappear. It doesn’t work like that. Instead, hungry cats
eat more birds and get in the trash. Plus, they aren’t
neutered by volunteers, so you get more kittens. Lots
more kittens.

Hungry cats depend on volunteer feeders who won't
leave the cats to starve. So they sneak or do “drive by”
feedings after dark — breaking the law from some
neighbors’ perspective and limiting responsible care of
the colony.

Compromise is a better way to go. Please consider
letting a colony manager feed on your property for a
few minutes a day as long as that person agrees to spay
and neuter. You can change your mind if it doesn’t work
out. You could also donate a few dollars to help
humanely solve a neighborhood problem.

Because overpopulation is the real problem, the City
of Oklahoma City writes grants to fund spay-neuter
discounts and sometimes free surgeries. They go door
to door in low income neighborhoods to promote these
services. As a result, the feral cat population has been
dramatically reduced in OKC.

That could happen here too if the City of Yukon
would offer a discount spay-neuter program as a
humane and responsible solution to pet
overpopulation. That would encourage citizens to be
responsible pet owners, reduce the city’s costs
connected with unwanted pets, take pressure off
animal control and Pets & People Humane Society, and
help with the concerns of neighbors bothered by feral
cats or their neighbors’ stray pets.

Jody Harlan from Yukon was co-founder of Pets &
People Humane Society and a finalist for the Animal
Planet Hero of the Year in 2009. She is an authorized
feral (wild) cat colony manager for Central Oklahoma
Humane Society and moderator of an online group
called Oklahoma Pet Rescue Network.

To subscribe to OK Pet Rescue Network, send an email
to |okpetrescuenetwork-subscribe@vahoogroups.com|

Yukon Code of Ordinance Sec. 14-44.-

Prohibition on the feeding of feral animals

(a) Prohibition. The indiscriminate feeding of feral
animals is prohibited as they constitute health and
environmental risks to domesticated animals,

=

wildlife, and persons. It is a violation of this section
for any person to feed or harbor feral animals on a
regular, intentional basis. The prohibition on
feeding includes on all property in the City of Yukon,
both public and private, without the permission of
the City of Yukon or the property owner.

(b) Violations. Any person found in violation of this
section shall be fined an amount determined by
resolution of the Yukon City Council.

Please keep in mind this ordinance does not make feral

cats illegal; it makes indiscriminate feeding without

property owner’s approval illegal. One person walking
late at night making deposits on driveways--who shall
remain anonymous at this time-- has been identified by
more than one watchful neighbor. We hope this
violator will recognize himself and cease now before
further action is prompted.

Neighbors are complaining and the action is not in
the best interest of feral cats or our neighborhood.
Feral Cats are not the issue; indiscriminate feeding is.

We share our neighborhood with respect for each
other and with respect to wildlife along the creek and
pasture land-- deer, roadrunners, coyote, feral cats...

Being a Responsible Dog Owner
While looking at ordinances, the
following one should be reviewed as
beautiful days invite walks with our pets.
Sec. 14-47. — Removal of animal waste.
(a) The owner of any animal shall be responsible for
the removal of any excreta deposited by his/her
animal on public walks, recreation areas, public
streets, or private property other than the premises
of the owner of the animal.
In other words, “Leave no trace” that you were here.

®.. InReal Estate - Our Addition
For real-estate related questions and current
market pricing specific to your home call
Greg Ouren 405 630 4695
[gregsells@kw.com| www.2potatoes.com

Address
PENDING:
1408 CHIMNEY HILL RD 1984
1401 VON ELM PL 1993
CLOSED:

1420 WILCOX LN 1984 3/2/2 1509 $144,000/144,000

BUILT BED/BA/GAR SqFt LIST/CLOSED

3/2/2 1308 $119,900
3/2/2 1791 $159,500

YUKON SCHOOL DIST STATS:

97 ACTIVE AVE $212,802.00/ 100.09

AVE $163,384.00/94.70

43 SOLD $158,186.00 /91.55 43 DAYS ON MARKET

METRO STATS: AVERAGE SELL PRICE $184,605.00 (APRIL)
GETTING 98% OF LIST PRICE

83 PENDING
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0= The Green Thumb for JUNE
@:} From: Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service
HLA-6408 Landscape Maintenance Schedule

[0 Vigorous, unwanted limbs should be removed or
shortened on new trees. Watch for forks in the
main trunk and remove the least desirable leader as
soon as it is noticed.

[0 Remain alert for insect damage. Add spider mites

to the list. Foliage of most plants becomes pale and

speckled; juniper foliage turns a pale yellowish
color. Shake a branch over white paper and watch
for tiny specks that crawl. Watch for 1** generation
fall webworm.

Pine needle disease treatments are needed again in

mid-June.

Cultivate and mulch. Mulching will reduce about 70

percent of the summer yard maintenance.

Fertilize warm season grasses as per April

instructions.

Dollar spot disease of lawns can first become visible

in mid-May. Make certain fertilizer applications

have been adequate before applying a fungicide.

O Seeding of warm-season grasses should be
completed by the end of June to reduce winter kill
losses.

0 Brown patch disease of cool-season grasses can be

a problem.

Meet water requirements of turf.

Post-emergent control of crabgrass and summer

annual grasses is best performed on young

crabgrass plants.

[0 Continue to water deeply as needed. Apply at least
one inch of water each time.

[0 Softwood cuttings from new growth of many shrubs
will root if propagated in a moist shady spot.

o 0o o aAd

ad

Available for Mowing and General Yard Work
Call Jory Mosshart,
our Chimney Hill Road Neighbor
354-1160 or 613-8892
$20 mowing for standard size lots

Velma on F/B: He does a great job!

Congratulations,

Yard of the Month, 4721 Deer Creek,
Home of Larry and Judy Rumbaugh!
From Judy: Thanks so much for
honoring Larry's hard work on our
yard. This year we trimmed the lower
limbs of our trees and thinned out our
Bradford pear tree. | think this and
the rain really help the shade grass look so much better.

Yard of the Month

Joyce on Facebook posted: Beautiful!

Jeanne on F/B: The backyard is beautiful also... They
are good neighbors and their yard is always very pretty.
Amanda on F/B: Congratulations! They have such a
beautiful yard!!

Robbie on F/B: Was excited they were finally picked!
My favorite lawn to pass on my walks!

May is the perfect month for all of us to take a walk in
our neighborhood and admire their yard from the
sidewalk letting our eyes rest in the real beauty that
only photos can hint at.

Should your yard be selected, please post pictures on
our Von Elm East Facebook Timeline or email pics to
[VonEImEast@cox.net|

WQ HIGHLIGHTS OF Neighbors Share
And share we did—many different issues—
some resolved—some still in progress—most
detailed communication with neighbor helping

neighbor—Ilots of great photo and video of our flash
flooding—missing and found pets—and May 1-2
successful neighborhood garage sales of 25+ families.

April 16, Neighbor emailed: About a week
m ago we trapped a feral cat and the Central
Oklahoma Humane Society neutered and
gave him shots at no cost. More information at:
[http://www.okhumane.org/tnr |
April 12, Neighbor emailed: | saw your post on
Facebook about the cat food dumper and | actually
know who this man is because ...
May 9 different neighbor:...He lives at...we call him...
Neighborhood Watch Response: ...there is a City of
Yukon form that can be completed online to report a
code violation. That is an option. The formis a
recommended route if you choose to contact the Police
Department| http:
departments/police-department/communications-jail/
Continue to be observant in what he is doing—as you
should be with all neighbors. However, always “Move
to safety first” to withdraw from any negative
encounter. Dumping cat food w/o permission is a code
violation that should not escalate to anything worse.

Some people will stop once they realize

Some people
are wise
enough to see
the error of
their ways—
and change.

they “can be identified.”

Some people will stop “once they are
identified.”

And then there are some people who are
wise enough to see the error of their
ways—and change—hopefully to become
a responsible animal caretaker. Hopefully

he will be one of them. We want to nip this in the bud
before it leads to confrontation between neighbors.
I'll pass this along to Sgt. Zach of the YPD...
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April 10, Jamilyn on Facebook: You know

there is an armadillo getting into my
backyard somehow and digging for grub worms in my
flower beds. Has anyone else had this problem?

2%‘ April 11, Gina on F/B: Earlier this week our
dog was sprayed by a skunk. We back up to

Wagner Rd. Has anyone had a problem with skunks?
Joyce on F/B: We used this - much better than tomato
juice which just masks the smell. (See Joyce’s formula
on our F/B.) Skunk spray won't blind the dog, but it's
very painful. Contact a vet. This page is for REFERENCE
ONLY and should not be substituted for advice from a
veterinarian!

Robbie on F/B: My two got sprayed in October. Used
the concoction that Joyce posted. Worked well, but,
unfortunately the boy had a bad reaction on his man
parts! Blisters all over them! So, protect the sensitive
areas, it'll break your heart seeing them in that pain!
Joyce on F/B: That's sad! Unfortunately we live in an
area where skunks will always be around.

April 24 at 6:25pm Robbie on F/B: Everyone
needs to be very aware of their surroundings
when they decide to walk thru the creek
area. And think twice before you decide to let their kids
play there. Just saw two big COYOTES run past my back
yard and across Von EIm Drive.
Jan on F/B: Where are these coming from??!!
Joyce on F/B: We have the Stinchcomb Preserve just
north and east of us, too. We've had coyotes ever since
we moved here in 1983. Love that part of where we live
- close to the city but still country!

WHEN
FLOODED
(_  TURN ARCUND

Vickie on F/B: Hello Von Elm East.
Looks like more storms on the
way....I don't think (famous last
words) that my house is in a flood
zone, but to be on safe side my
daughter in-law went out a few minutes ago and
checked the storm drain at Wilcox and Oswego - don't
want any flooding in our neighborhood. Good thing we
did - it was almost totally blocked with those advertising
papers that are thrown in driveways. Guess it rained so
much that the bundles all washed down the street to
the drain and were too bulky to go down the drain.
Let's take a look at your 2 issues. Thank
you so much for checking your storm drains! For the
debris in the storm drains, please file a report at the
following link and if they are not cleaned in a week or
so, please follow-up with Mitch Hort, Development
Services, or Neighborhood Watch.

http://www.cityofyukonok.gov/city-

departments/community-development/code-

enforcement/| 2" issue is to determine if you are in the

flood zone or how close. However, keep in mind that
many of the homes, 25% that are flooded, are not
homes in a floodplain--huge example: yesterday's metro
flooding. To take a direct look at our neighborhood
flood plain, let's look at online maps at City of Yukon,
Development Services, Online Map. Click “Floodplain”
and then check boxes for floodway and floodzone.
Vickie on F/B: My daughter-in-law and | already took all
the papers off the storm drain — we did that when we
saw that it was blocked.

Von Elm East: Great! You are helping our neighborhood
tremendously!

May 8 just hours before our flash 000
flooding, Neighbor emailed with subject: 00
The Underrated Power of Water ==

http://www.weather.com/storms/severe/news/power-
flood-water-
20130704?&cm ven=Email&cm cat=undefined#/1|

Check out this link and note page 3 that states that
water moving at 4 mph produces force comparable to
F2 tornado. This is disturbing because the last few days
children have been playing in the creek behind my
house.

People need to remember that drainage ditches are
built to move water out of neighborhoods as quickly as
possible to prevent flooding. | know that it probably
feels like your suggestions fall on deaf ears, but you are
doing a great job keeping everyone informed.

Flash Floods come in a FLASH....

Some more points from this online summary:

e Water levels in flash floods can rise one foot in five
minutes. In some cases, near-instantaneous rises of
10-30 feet or more may accompany walls of water
rushing downstream.

e Six inches of water will reach the bottom of most
passenger cars, causing loss of control and potential
stalling.

e Most flash floods can generate at least 1.34
horsepower per square meter of water, exerting
18.7 hp on a 30-foot wide section of a home.

Community Action Agency provides this free newsletter.
Newsletter ONLINE @ www.CityofYukonOK.Gov
% >Police Department>>Neighborhood Watch
¢l Thank you, Newsletter Volunteers -- Bois D’Arc
WADE WARDLOW ¢ Chimney Hills Rd & Hunton Terrace TRECIA STATON
Deer Creek DICK SPEAR ¢ Deer Creek Ct MARGARET ALBRECHT ¢ Elk Run CAM

DOOLEY ® Osborn Lane CALAWAYS ¢ Oswego Drive KATHY RICE ® N. Sky Trail
NOWLINS ¢ S. Sky Trail SHIRLEY PFIEFFER e Sylvan Sand & Prue Sand

ROHWERS * Valley Road JEssups « Viola Drive NEEDED .

1300 Von Elm Place CHERYL VASCELLARO ¢ 1400 Von Elm Place BILL WALKER
* Wilcox Lane JENNIFER ASHTON ¢ Wolf Lane GLORIA BOZARTH ¢ Sub
MICKEY QUOETONE
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